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TOWARDS A NEW NARRATIVE FOR EUROPE 
 

The project A Europe of Diasporas involves four diasporic peoples       
–the Jewish, the Armenian, the Roma and the Assyrian diasporas- 
committed to reflecting on an Inclusive Narrative for Europe, at a 
time when the European Union is facing a critical challenge with the 
renaissance of nationalism, often disguised as euroscepticism.  
   The moral foundations of the European Union, with its principles of 

human rights, equality and tolerance of diversity, allow a cross-
cultural dialogue among different peoples who live in Europe for 
centuries and call Europe their home. Such dialogue implies the task 
of thinking on a postnational1 narrative for Europe's identity. 
   The project A Europe of Diasporas strongly believes in the power of 

ideas and its deployment through arts, culture and education. We 
envision a horizon of peaceful coexistence among different peoples 
that embrace Europe's richness in its diversity which, on the other 
hand, is tied by the common faith on the universality of human rights. 
 

 
 
 

BACKGROUND 
 

Since the “Golden Age” of European nationalisms, in the nineteenth 
century, nationalism has been defined by two dimensions: 1) On the 
one hand, nationalism is conceived as a strategy for the defense of 
one's own cultural and political sovereignty from external forces that 
intend to expand their power beyond their legitimate borders. 2) On 
the other hand, nationalism imposes its own geo-political logics: 
"nationalism is primarily a political principle that holds that the 
political and the cultural unit should be congruent2". In this line of 
argument it is relevant to remember the famous words by Massimo 
d'Azeglio in 1861: "We have made Italy. Now we must make Italians". 
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According to the ideology of nationalism, minority languages, 

faiths and traditions are regarded as a threat for the cohesion of 

nations. From this view, national minorities and diasporic peoples are 

seen as an internal enemy. This political strategy of othering cultural 

differences has led to historical episodes of cultural repression 

towards national minorities. In the case of diasporic peoples, the 

cultural differences have been racialized. 

In the first half of the Twentieth century, European nationalisms 
turned into the emergence of Fascism, Nazism and other forms of 
nationalist-authoritarianism. These extreme-nationalist formations 
justified genocide as a political strategy, following the credo: one 
nation, one culture, one race. The peoples involved in the project A 
Europe of Diasporas have suffered the tragedy of the Genocide, 
therefore, they are deeply aware about the risks of nationalism and 
its potentiality to turn into an assassin ideology3.   

 

 

 
 
NATIONALIST SPECTRUMS IN TODAY’S EUROPE 
 
After Second World War, and with the international agreement on 
the Universal Declaration of Human Rights (1948), the entire 
Humanity hoped for the end of racism and extreme nationalism. But 
the spectrum of the genocide continued haunting the World as 
demonstrated the crimes against humanity perpetrated in the Third 
Balkan War (1991-2001). 

In the last 25 years the EU has succeed in its mission of building a 
transnational political project. But in the Twenty-First century: how 
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much is nationalism still framing the European social and political 
thought? The enlargement of the EU towards central and eastern 
Europe has shown the fragility of a transnational political project 
while rooted in a nationally territorialized sense of identity. This 
tension is being capitalized by Eurosceptic parties4.  
 
THE HISTORY OF DIASPORAS AS A MODEL OF INTERCULTURAL 
COEXISTANCE 
 
The history of diasporas in Europe shows how a cultural identity can 
be maintained over time without having the political monopoly over a 
territory. Historical diasporas in Europe, such as the Jewish, the 
Armenian and the Roma community, have demonstrated a profound 
capacity to adapt to different contexts over generations, and to enjoy 
multiple identities, languages and traditions in a peaceful coexistence 
with the rest of society.  

Europe’s history told from the perspective of diasporas shows how 
diasporas have always understood that their own development is 
intimately intertwined with the development of the society where 
they live. Therefore, throughout generations, diasporas have made an 
effort to exchange ideas, art, culture and goods with the rest of 
society. However the History of Europe’s Diasporas is often silenced 
or distorted by the imperatives of a political thought that still is 
embedded in a nationalist framework. 

Tracking from this rationale, the purpose of the project A Europe 
of Diasporas is to explore the history of diasporas5 and its usefulness 
in Europe at large. The final goal is to contribute to developing social 
projects on interethnic / intercultural relations and their composition 
in new forms of societal integration, within the framework of a 
democratic and cosmopolitan EU. 
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